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Editorial

Sehr geehrte Leserin, sehr geehrter Leser,

„Die Zeit läuft ab für Griechenland“ – so die Schlagzeile unseres Autors George Tzogopoulos
von der Athener ELIAMEP, dem renommiertesten griechischen Think-tank. Schuld an der
Misere seien die griechischen Politiker, die in der Krise weiter ihre persönlichen und parteipoliti-
schen Interessen verfolgt haben, die es versäumt haben, in wichtigen Bereichen – etwa bei
Strukturreformen und bei der Privatisierung von Staatsbetrieben – zu „liefern“ und die Öffent-
lichkeit über die wahren Ursachen des Problems aufzuklären. Dabei haben, so unser Autor,
griechische Politiker immer wieder die wirtschaftliche Supermacht Deutschland für den schlei-
chenden Tod der griechischen Ökonomie verantwortlich gemacht. In der gegenwärtigen Krise
habe das Anti-Deutschtum den Anti-Amerikanismus als vorherrschende Haltung der Griechen
abgelöst. Populistische Äußerungen deutscher Politiker und Medienberichte der deutschen
Boulevardpresse über die „Pleitegriechen“ haben dazu beigetragen, diese Haltung zu verstärken,
eine Grundstimmung, die wiederum von den griechischen Medien reichlich genährt wird. – Die
festzustellende mediale Aggression gegen den jeweils anderen in deutschen und griechischen
Medien war übrigens der Anlass dafür, dass die Südosteuropa-Gesellschaft Anfang Juli 2012
führende Vertreter griechischer und deutscher Medien in München zusammenbrachte, um
über Auswege aus der vorherrschenden Kommunikationskrise zu beraten – über die Ergebnisse
dieses Workshops können Sie sich im Berichtsteil dieses Heftes informieren.

„Insgesamt haben zurzeit Regierungsparteien überall in Europa einen schweren Stand bei
Neuwahlen und viele Wähler tendieren zu (neuen) populistischen Parteien, die versprechen,
alles anders und vieles besser zu machen“ – diese Feststellung trifft unser Autor Wim van
Meurs im Rahmen seiner Analyse zu den Wahlen in Serbien im Mai dieses Jahres, mit einem
Seitenblick auf die zeitgleich abgehaltenen Wahlen in Frankreich, Griechenland, die Kommunal-
wahlen in Italien und im Bundesland Schleswig-Holstein. Anders als der mainstream westlicher
Kommentatoren sieht van Meurs den Sieg des Ex-Radikalen Tomislav Nikolić bei den serbischen
Präsidentschaftswahlen weniger als Rückschritt in die dunklen Zeiten des Milošević-Regimes,
sondern eher als ein Zeichen politischer Normalisierung. Die neuen Machtverhältnisse im
Belgrader Parlament könnten sogar Chancen eröffnen zu einer Normalisierung im Verhältnis
zwischen Belgrad und Priština, so der Autor.

Wie üblich finden sich auch in diesem Heft weitere erhellende und zukunftsweisende Beiträge –
nicht zuletzt auch in unserem Berichts- und Rezensionsteil.

Eine gute Lektüre wünscht Ihnen Ihre Redaktion

Hansjörg Brey Claudia Hopf
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George Tzogopoulos  
Time Running out for Greece 
Blaming Germany Instead of Implementing Reforms 
 
The article examines the course of the Greek crisis from September 2009 until 
August 2012. It shows that although the Hellenic Republic actually had an excellent 
opportunity to change from within and tackle its causes, it has arguably benefited 
from the crisis.  
By contrast, its politicians both from the centre-left and centre-right political spectrum 
preferred to put their personal and political interests above national ones risking the 
European orientation of the country. In doing so, the article explains, they have 
employed a ‘smart’ communication strategy by blaming Germany for their own 
incompetence and mistakes. It, additionally, explains that time is running out for 
Greece suggesting that the country can arguably reform itself if it leaves the 
Eurozone. 
 
 
 
Wim van Meurs 
Serbs and Other Europeans: After the Elections of May 2012 
 
Serbian president Boris Tadić gambled ... and lost. He organised parliamentary and 
presidential elections on the same day in May 2012, but his Democratic Party lost to 
the Socialists and the upstart Progressive Party, while he himself was ousted by the 
nationalist Tomislav Nikolić.  
Arguably, this unexpected reversal in Serbian politics is not a simple return to the 
authoritarian past of Milošević’ days. In terms of Serbia’s domestic politics it may 
even mark the next step of political normalisation. As far as the issue of Kosovo’s 
status is concerned, the presidency of Nikolić and the new government of 
Progressives (SNS), Socialists (SPS) and Liberals (LDP) may even offer the 
international community an unexpected window of opportunity for a settlement 
against the backdrop of Belgrade’s EU ambitions.  
The other two key issues on the Belgrade agenda – the economic crisis and the 
process of EU integration – are by and large beyond the control of any Serbian 
government.  
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Petra Sorge 
Media in Kosovo – Long Walk to Modernity 
 
In spite of the multi-million international investment to establish democratic media in 
post-war Kosovo, media in the young republic continue to underperform. On the 
2011/12 Press Freedom Index, Kosovo ranked on the 86th position worldwide. 
The article sheds a light on the reasons for this dilemma by assessing strategies, 
successes and failures of media development actors. For this purpose, two groups of 
stakeholders were identified and interviewed both quantitatively and qualitatively: 
international media assistance actors as well as local journalists, media owners and 
experts. The leading question of the study at hand is: How far did the international 
development strategy succeed in transforming Kosovar media towards greater 
plurality, commercialization, professionalization and de-politicization? 
The findings suggest that media assistance actors focused too little on economic 
sustainability (i.e. commercialization) or, if this was done, fragile economic and 
political conditions proved detrimental. Also, development actors have focused too 
long on ad-hoc training sessions as well as on supporting different competing media 
outlets, thus creating a congested market.  
In comparison, wherever media framework institutions were supported, the success 
was more clearly visible. 
 
 
 
 
Andreas Bösche 
Interview with Andrej Tišma: “Society Can Be Healed by Art” 
 
In September 2011 the Serbian performance, mail and internet artist Andrej Tišma 
visited Bremen to join the opening of his first solo exhibition in Germany “food in 
context”. On this occasion Tišma, who lives and works in Novi Sad, was interviewed 
by Andreas Bösche.  
In the talk Tišma expressed remarkable and fascinating statements about the 
milestones of his artistic career, starting in socialist Yugoslavia and leading him to 
communist Czechoslovakia for further education. Back in his hometown Novi Sad, 
Tišma became not only a witness of the living conditions in a socialist country. 
Supported by the strong assistance of his multi-ethnic family he also developed an 
outstanding moralistic view on the world and society in general. This had a deep 
impact on his art.  
The desire to “heal” society made him develop works and performances that should 
help people in their daily life, but also in times of major troubles. In this context Tišma 
talks about his anti-war performances, for example the “objava mira” performance in 
Sremski Karlovci during the war in Croatia. Even today he turns out to be a brave and 
imperturbable artist who tries to influence fatal developments in Serbia and worldwide 
through his work.  
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Werner T. Bauer 
Right-Wing Populism in Europe – With a Special View to East 
and Southeast Europe 
 
Until a few years ago, the success of right-wing populist movements still seemed to 
be a phenomenon specific to a few European countries. By now, it has spread over 
most of Europe.  
Eastern Europe’s right-wing populism is a very special case: It combines nationalist, 
right-wing authoritarian and anti-elitist attitudes with a left-wing populist economic and 
social policy – which frequently goes hand in hand with nostalgia for the communist 
social order – and reveals a general frustration with the democratic system’s 
unfulfilled promises.  
The article is about structural and programmatic features common to all right-wing 
parties, and reflects how this socio-political phenomenon should be dealt with. 
 
 
 
 
Elena Angelova / Frank Scholwin 
Potential and Advantages of Biomethane Production in Southeast 
Europe 
 
In 2009 several Southeast European (SEE) countries for the first time felt the 
negative effect of their strong energy overdependence on natural gas imports. The 
Russian-Ukraine gas dispute caused a cut-off from Russian gas inflows and – due to 
inefficient logistics in gas storage reserves and a lack of diversification opportunities 
– led to severe gas shortages in SEE countries.  
During the last decade natural gas became, because of its attractive price, one of the 
most preferred energy sources in SEE countries. Natural gas offers various utilization 
possibilities and compared to other fossil fuels emits less CO2 during the combustion 
process. Due to its lower price and substitution effects as a result of climate 
protection policies the demand for natural gas is expected to increase in the future. 
This will lead to accelerating gas prices and an increased dependence on imports.  
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